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     I know of some mysterious bags that can’t be purchased in any store. They can only be found on the ocean shoreline. And their secret can be a big one with an even bigger bite.

     If you have ever walked along an ocean, you might have seen odd looking pouches tangled in seaweed.  Beachcombers call these pouches “mermaid’s purses.”  But they are actually the empty egg shell that once protected a baby 
shark or pup. The size, shape and color all depend on what kind of shark laid the egg cases. 
A skate resembles a stingray; both are members of the shark family. Skates lay rectangular egg cases usually two at a time. These mermaid purses are about the size of a small dog biscuit. Protruding from each corner is a half inch long spike. The spikes or tendrils attach the egg case to seaweed, coral and other objects.  Once the skate works it way out of the case, it swims away to look for food. Strong tides wash the mermaid’s purse ashore. Once hit by the ocean air the case turns a shiny black and has the look of leather. 
Other styles of mermaid’s purses come in two-tone green or brown. These cases have thin curly long strings on the ends. They are rectangular in shape and might belong to a Swell shark or Dog fish.

 The Port Jackson shark is known to lay spiral egg cases that look like twisted macaroni. They are dark green or brown in color. The sandy ocean floor supports these cases so they stand upright until the shark hatches. 
The next time you visit a beach. Be on the look out for “mermaid’s purses.” And see if you can discover a bag with a bite. 
The “mermaid’s purses” pictured below were found along the shore of the Atlantic Ocean. Can you tell which member of the shark family they once belonged to?
